
29	Days	in	February	Challenge	2020	

Day	1	Chair	
Resistance	

Meaning:	Chairs	have	a	number	of	meanings	in	De’VIA	art:	isolation,	passivity,	emptiness,	but	also	
welcoming,	collectivism.			Chairs	can	represent	restrictive	activity,	places	where	Deaf	children	are	forced	

into	as	well	as	a	part	of	Deaf	space	(especially	when	used	with	round	tables).	
	

	
by	Kathy	Fisher-Abraham	
“Be	in	the	center”	by	Kathy	Abraham	
Motif:	CHAIR	(Resistance)	
Materials:	master’s	touch	drawing	pad	8x10	and	coloring	pencils.		
#FebChallenge2020	
The	girl	got	frustrated	by	not	choosing	the	right	word	by	hearing	the	sound	under	the	napkin	held	and	
covered	under	the	teacher’s	mouth.	She	kept	picking	out	the	wrong	word	and	gave	up.	She	threw	the	
paper	away	and	took	her	hearing	aid	down.	She	was	in	the	refusal	stage.	Who	could	blame	her?	Nah!	
She	got	time	out	and	was	kept	in	the	center	sitting	on	that	red	chair	where	everyone	could	see	what’s	
going	on	with	her	and	the	teacher.	It	didn’t	work	this	way-	it	got	worse	for	the	girl	and	it	only	lowered	
her	self-esteem.	This	was	more	than	45	years	ago.	It’s	been	shared	by	a	friend	who	still	carries	that	scar	
inside	her	back	of	the	head	with	filled	with	many	memories	with	the	red	chair.	



	
by	Les	Burd	
Day	1:	"Chair"	
8x11:	Sketchbook,	drawing,	ink	pen,	colored	pencils	
I	drew	this	because	I	am	so	passion	with	robot	sketchbook!	This	story	was	showing	some	of	people	said,	
"I	wish	I	was	hearing,	but	I	have	to	be	proud	who	I	am!"	That	idea	was	my	mind	to	expression	out	with	
robot	story.	
	



	
by	Roger	Desmarais	
“Stay	Sit”	
Day	1	#FebChallenge2020	
Resistance	Motif-	Chair	
Elementary	School	Chair	with	Oil	Pens,	Photo	altered	with	“Vivid”	filter		
Skeleton	hands	represent	death	of	freedom.	
Blue	colour	used	to	show	coldness	of	the	signed	command.	
#thatROGERart	



	
by	Patti	Durr	
Experimentation 
PDurr 
Watercolor and ink 
5x7 
#febchallenge2020 
Day 1 chair motif  
A few years ago one of my students shared with me her memory of going to a dr office in a hospital 
for experimentation (her word) they would put her in an oversized chair strap her in and spin her 
around at a high speed. The place was very scary as was the experience 
	



	
by	Rosemary	Parker	Edwards	
Day 1: Chair.  
Title: DEAF POWER BLOWS YOUR MIND! 
10"X20" acrylic paint 
I know this is supposed to be a resistance artwork - but I thought that I should do something a little 
different - I loved this photo that was very popular in the 80's of a man sitting on the chair being 
blown by either TV or speaker (there is two versions) I thought I would change this to Deaf Power 
that blows a hearing person mind! 
	



	
by	Amy	Cohen	Efron	
“A	Typical	School	Day”	by	Amy	Cohen	Efron	
Digital	Art	using	Adobe	Draw	and	Procreate	
5”x7”	
Motif:	CHAIR	(Resistance)	
#FebChallenge2020	
Language	Deprivation	hurts	Deaf	Children.	Remember	every	behavior	is	communication.	When	
Language	Deprived	Deaf	children	get	frustrated,	they	would	act	out	by	throwing	chairs	in	a	
classroom.	Language	deprivation	is	trauma	induced.	Providing	language	at	the	earliest	possible	
time	will	drastically	reduce	or	prevent	trauma	in	Deaf	children.	
	
	



	
by	Sean-Michael	Getty	
Audiology	Chair	
#Feb2020	
Long	story	short	this	is	about	a	nightmare	and	memories	I	have	of	audiologists	through	the	
years.	I	did	this	sketch	in	my	sketchbook	in	a	sort	of	art	therapy	attempt.	
Details:	I	was	hearing	till	I	was	a	teen.	Then	mildly	hard	of	hearing	but	I	told	everyone	I	was	
hearing.	Now	severe.	I	see	a	new	audiologist	who	is	specifically	a	neuro	audiologist	Friday	
because	they	think	part	of	my	ever	changing	hearing	is	because	of	repeatedly	pinched	nerves	
maybe	starting	to	have	permanent	nerve	damage	so	can’t	conduct	the	hearing	to	my	right	ear.	I	
also	was	given	a	strong	medication	which	saved	my	life	and	increased	my	constant	level	of	
deafness	to	moderate.	So	instead	of	usually	mild	with	some	days	of	deaf	in	my	right	ear,	now	
I’m	severely	hard	or	hearing	in	the	right	and	moderately	in	the	left,	and	they	think	that	is	
permanent.	I	should	be	excited	to	see	the	audiologist	and	maybe	get	some	answers	and	a	new	
hearing	aid	but	I’m	not.		
I	have	been	having	nightmares	about	sitting	in	a	black	room	on	a	high	back	hard	chair	with	bone	
conduction	headphones	vibrating	my	head	apart.	Also	the	guy	who	blindfolded	me	and	told	me	
to	repeat	back	what	he	said	then	he	laughed	at	me	cuz	I	repeated	back	mostly	gibberish.	
Because	I	mostly	couldn’t	hear	constants	at	the	time	the	broken	words	are	floating	around	and	
the	words	I	later	found	out	he	said	were	on	the	right	side.	And	when	the	doctor	read	my	results	
he	said	“I	can’t	give	you	a	hearing	aid	it	won’t	work.	I	could	give	you	a	cochleae	implants	but	it	
would	remove	your	residual	hearing	so	I	won’t	do	that.	And	at	the	time	I	was	having	horrible	
tinitis	and	vertigo	and	migraines	but	he	had	no	help	for	that	either.	I	haven’t	been	back	to	an	
audiologist	since.	It	was	a	horrible	appointment.	Bone	conduction	tests	actually	hurt	so	I’m	
scared	of	that.	That	was	over	six	years	ago.	
	



	
by	Takiyah	Harris	
“Chair”	resistance		
2020	
De’VIA	challenge		
Collage	art	
“A	fake	DEAF	Beggar	
A	fake	beggar	pretended	to	be	a	hearing	so,	he	wanted	to	collect	some	money	to	buy	some	
food.	He	was	not	honest	to	the	people.	He	sat	on	the	bench	chair	and	showed	his	newspaper	
sign	“DEAF	Mone	(missing	“y”).	



	
by	Paul	Kiel	
Day	1	of	#Febchallenge2020	
Motif:	Chair	-	Resistance	
Title:	“Stop	Using	Sign	Language”	
Medium:	Alcohol	Markers	on	9	inch	by	12	inch	marker	paper	
Teachers	in	Oral	Deaf	Education	since	1880	were	always	looking	for	ways	to	restrain	Deaf	
children	from	using	sign	language.	When	some	Deaf	children	refused	to	“listen”,	they	resort	to	
using	this	chair	to	cuff	and	be	in	“punishment”	mode.	It	is	a	part	of	brainwashing	method	to	
“force”	Deaf	children	to	obey	them.	It	is	known	as	Sherlock	Syndrome.	Teachers	scream	at	
children	and	make	them	abide	their	policies.	It	is	a	language	deprivation	and	audistic	practice	
that	they	did.	



	
by	Rose	Larson	
I	tend	not	get	involved	w	Devia	challenge	due	to	working	full	time	and	single	mom	but	I	am	
trying	this	time	and	to	challenge	myself	to	create	something	using	different	mediums	that	I	
tend	not	to	use.	I	tend	to	dwell	on	details	it	tend	take	me	2	months	to	finish	an	art	work.		
This	art	work,	I	did	it	today.	I	used	water	soluble	wax	pastels	and	paper.	I	really	like	those.	it’s	
fun	I	had	lunch	detention	everyday	for	6	months	for	not	wearing	my	hearing	aids.	I	will	have	art	
later	showing	why	I	did	not	have	hearing	aids.	Story	to	be	continued.	
#febchallenge2020.	Chair	motif	
	

	



	
by	Rene	Leighty	
#Feb2020	challenge-	I	did	a	quick	sketch	showing	Audism	trying	to	end	ASL	



	
by	Laurie	Rose	Monahan	
“Why am I here?” 
Procreate app 
Day 1 - CHAIR 
#FebChallenge2020 
I saw a old photo (1950s maybe) of this girl at one of the deaf school. I was thinking about girl might 
not feeling safe with all the equipment with dark walls around her. This drawing showed the girl 
becoming slowly invisible while the “fix” machine controlling her life. 
	



	
by	Ken	McBroom	
Day 1 of #Febchallenge2020Motif: Chair - Title "The Departed". Morning a loves passing. 
 

 



	
by	Jaqie	Roesner	
Hi!	I’m	behind	my	art	work	challenges.	I’m	not	talented	at	drawing	or	sketching	but	it’s	
therapeutic!	I	never	went	to	schools	that	forbid	signing	but	I	had	heard	many	sad	stories	from	
my	friends	or	their	friends.	My	visual	thought	of	their	traumatic	experience.	
Here	is	#1:	Chair.	



	
	

by Bob Rourke 
Day 1 of #Febchallenge2020 
Motif: Chair - Resistance 
Title: “Dinner Table Chair Syndrome” 
Medium: Oil on 3 inch by 4 inch wood - Rourkeism style 
This is my first oil painting! Going to family gatherings has always been a mixed feeling for me as a 
Deaf adult. I love my family and love seeing them, but I may be a bit lucky that I have a Deaf brother 
and few hearing family signers. I wish every day that all of my family members would learn and use 
sign language. Family gatherings would be an entirely different experience seeing full 
communication at the table and knowing 100% of what was said. It is not entirely their fault but sign 
language bans, doctors, audiologists, AGBell and oralists. Too many Deaf people all over the world 
were left out by their families who did not sign. There were a few with parents who signed or had a 
Deaf sibling. Our oppressive system and society in general must be changed for better. 
 
 



	
by	Nancy	Rourke	
29  Days  in Fe b rua ry Cha lle nge  in De ’VIA & Surd is m Ce ntra l FB. 
2020 is Leap Year for February 29 Days, and I am using the motifs from the 2016 February Challenge, 
because I want to see what the artists have come up with, and how their ideas may differ, than to the ones 
made in 2016.  
For a  re s is tanc e  the me , I c hos e , The Mask of Benevolence, Disabling the Deaf Community, from a  
book writ te n b y Harlan Lane . I finis he d  the  whole  book and  it  gave  me  ide as , to  make  a rt  for 
each day motif that fits for the chapter, or a paragraph. I learned about the hidden oppression and the 
mistreatment by a hearing establishment that resisted the understanding of the Deaf world. The book was 
published in 1992, kinda ways back, especially technology but the systems still exists. I want to know how the 
hearing served the Deaf, and how they did the Deaf people great harm, and again it still exists.  
I begin with Day 1, Chair motif, a resistance category. 
Coil on a Chair 
9 by 12 inch 
oil on canvas 
by Nancy Rourke  
	


