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Day 23 Safety Pin  
Affirmation/Resistance Option 

 
 
“Expanding the Safety Net” 
Kim Anderson 
Canson Cold Press, Watercolor, Micro Pen 
8 x 10 
 
There is never enough emphasis on the irreparable catastrophic damage from language 
deprivation. The audistic system makes language deprivation a normative for Deaf babies/kids. It 
is not normal and should not ever be accepted as normal. The most critical period to acquire a 
language is during the first 5 years of a human being’s life. When that first 5 years have come 
and gone without adequate exposure to a language, irreversible damage is forever done. The 
uproar against this persistent harmful normative among Deaf babies/kids is only coming from the 
grassroots level – from the very heart of the Deaf community. In response, the grassroots Deaf 
community in the USA formed a nationwide campaign called the LEAD-K (Language Equality 



& Acquisition for Deaf Kids), to provide a safety net to Deaf babies/kids ages 0 to 5 to have their 
basic human right to acquire a language protected by law. Each state has their team of heroes 
working tirelessly to fight against the massive oppression, ignorance and opposition to get a 
LEAD-K bill passed into law for future generations of Deaf babies/kids. Since 2015 and every 
year after, a state has joined the safety net. It is now 2019, there is hope that the safety net 
expands once again. Despite the resistance and opposition from predictable and unexpected 
sources, the Deaf community will persist to expand the safety net until it becomes a normative 
for Deaf babies to be acquiring a language as equally or better than their hearing peers. 
 
NOTE: This artwork by Kim Anderson ©2019 is shareable with the narrative, please give credit 
to the artist.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
You Sign, You Die!  
David Call 
Linocut print.  
 
The terrified young Deaf boy is being coerced to learn speech in oppressive environment. The 
speech therapist made sure that he cannot use his hands to sign by giving him two live grenades 
with no delay fuse inside. The speech therapist pulled out the safety pins and holding speech 
feather to force him to pay attention to it during the speech session. When he try to sign, he will 
set the live grenade off. He have to hold the release levers on the grenade really tightly. He is 
shaking with pure terror. When the speech session is done, the safety pins would be placed back 
on the grenades. The grenades has been stamped with AGBell logo. 
 
 



 
 
WHO I AM  
Aurelio Cruz 
Acrylics Paint + Illustration Board 11 x 14 inch 
 
Description: Who I am and use my Safely Pins with ILY 🤟 
 



 

 
 
Untitled  
Rosemary Edwards 
 
In the back days the teacher would pin notes on my shirt or jacket before I went home. And I 
actually lost my hearing aid during recess. I was told that the people from army or something 
went to the playground and the little wooded area with metal detectors to look for my hearing 
aid. They never found it... oops.  
 



 
“We are safe where we are” 
Kathy Fisher-Abraham 
Master’s touch sketch pad, Coloring pencils, Micro Pen 
8 x 10 



 
 
“Untitled ” 
Laurie Monahan 
Marker then used photo app 



 

 
 
 
Mending Time  
Bonnie Sandy 
10”x7” Mix Media paper and Ultra Fine Black Sharpie. 
 
No more Oppression. No more Control. No more Anger. No more Frustration. More Listening. 
More Coordinating. More Respecting. More Supporting. 
 
 
Bonnie W Sandy © 2019. Please ask before share. Please add a credit to me. Thank you. 
 



 
 
 
 
‘Stop Dividing Our Deaf Community!’ 
Diane Squires  
My original painting and ArtRage drawing. 
8 x 11  
 
 


