
 

28 Days in February Challenge 2019 

Day 17 Vase  
Affirmation/Resistance Option 

 
 
“Solitary Confinement” 
Kim Anderson 
Canson Cold Press, Watercolor, Micro Pen 
8 x 10 
 
I came from the most restrictive environment in public schools in Kansas, from 1st grade through 
12th grade. I experienced acute isolation, which I call solitary confinement. I was the only Deaf 
student in the schools I attended. I had no Deaf peers like me. I had no Deaf adult role models. I 
played alone at recess, I sat alone at lunch time. I had no access to either a spoken or signed 
language. This solitary environment created barriers, shackled me to where I could not even 
participate in group conversations or socialize naturally for intellectual stimulation and/or to pick 



up social cues of interacting with people. As this solitary confinement experience was prolonged, 
it had a significant impact on my intellectual and social emotional well-being. It affected my 
self-worth and self-confidence. I started having suicidal ideations. The single vibrant rose 
represents me as a Deaf child with the rose as my brain. The petals represent my intelligence, 
some falling to waste and missed intellectual opportunities. As I was confined, I was nurtured 
with bare necessities of water, to stay alive and conform within the vase of audistic expectations.  
 
The best educational environment for a Deaf child is one that has administrators, educators, 
counselors, therapists, etc who are bilingually fluent in BOTH ASL & English, provide direct 
instruction, direct peer interaction, role models and hearing allies for academic and social 
emotional growth. Public schools do not provide that, hence they are the most restrictive 
environments (MRE). Schools for the Deaf provide it, hence they are the LEAST restrictive  
environment (LRE). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Untitled  
Aurelio Cruz 



 
 
Proud Deafness ( May change)  
Kathy Fisher-Abraham 
Watercolor pencils with some water, Micro Pen, and 9x12 sketch paper pad In zentangle style.  
 
Description: Again, need we remind everyone that nothing is wrong with us being deaf. We 
pretty can do just as much as hearing people except that we can not hear which is fine. We are 
proud of who we are as deaf people. No one can take our deaf pride away!! 
 
NOTE: This artwork by Kim Anderson ©2019 is shareable with the narrative, please give credit 
to the artist. 



 

 
 
Untitled  
Bonita Harris 
Markers  
 
Flowers may wither yet appealing to look how ASL stands strong in despite of everything old or 
bad weather.  
 
 



 
 
“Growth of ASL” 
Laurie Monahan 
Watercolor pencils, watercolor, gouache, color pencils and marker  
 
Description: this artwork I did was inspired by Uzi Buzgalo! I love his vase paintings. One of his 
painting picture will be in comment box.  
I used queer color with yellow ochre background and rainbow “tablecloth” with beautiful woman 
figure vase. 



 

 
 
Undecided 
Bonnie Sandy 
7” x10” Mix Media paper and Black Ultra Fine Sharpie 
 
Harlie Speact isolates herself away from the conflict between the Hearing and Deaf Worlds. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
‘Keep Multiplying’ 
Diane A. Squires 
Clip arts and ArtRage drawing. 
Size: 8 x 11  
 
 
 


