
#ASL28Challenge	  2017	  
Day	  #4	  Ruler	  (Resistance)	  
	  

Day 4 of 28 Days 
RULER motif (R) 
Meaning: Rulers symbolize denial of ASL as they were often used to  
punish Deaf children from signing. 
Explanation: ruler motif explained by Susan Dupor: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VHtR_Jd7e6I 
See different artworks with RULER motif: I WILL NEVER FORGET, by Ellen Mansfield 

 

 
 
"No hands, please!" 
Kathy Abraham  
Materials- ink, gray,red,and tan coloring pencils  
- "if caught signing, your hands will be slapped until they are red" is the word deaf students 
dreaded often and deaf students had to work hard without being caught when signed. We know 
the horrible stories from older deaf people or their grandparents based on their experiences. They 
also said AGB was the second Hitler. Deaf students' s rights and morals were damaged because 
of him.  
 



 
 
"Viva la parola" 
Arnaud Balard 
Congress of Milan article 1 : 
« Congress declares that the oral method should be prefered to that one of the gesture for the 
education and instruction of the deaf and dumb » 
And the congress will end with the infamous dogma « viva la parola » by the abbot Balestra, 11 
september 1880. 
This is the beginning of the dogmatic fanatism. There have been thousands of lives sacrified in 
the name of this dogma since and it still continues. 
 
Congrès de Milan article 1:  
« Le Congrès déclare que la méthode orale doit être préférée à celle de la mimique pour 
l’éducation et l’instruction des sourds-muets. » 
Et le congrès se clôturera avec le tristement célèbre dogme "viva la parola" de l'abbé Balestra, le 
11 SEPTEMBRE 1880. 
 
	  



	  
The Crucifixion of George Veditz.  
David Call 2017 
Bristol paper, 10"x12" Primsacolor pencil.  
 
George Veditz fought hard for recognition of ASL as natural language of the Deaf. He also 
considered ASL as God's gift to Deaf people. He died a broken man as if he was crucified for his 
view on ASL. NAD shot an arrow thru his heart as final slap in his face for being inaction in the 
face of ASL oppression. He was crucified to the cross of ruler and yardstick as an symbol of Oral 
education at the peak in America. He defiantly hold up his Nepalese Deaf hand sign and victory 
in another hand when they nailed his signing hands to the cross. The birdhouse, as a Deaf 
community is about to fall down but propped up by crutches. It is ready for him to pick up 
birdhouse and limp onward with crutches to the mountain in the background to get out of second 
wave of oralism. 



	  

	  
	  
She made me mute  
P Durr 
White hand w red nail polish holding s yard stick below is a close up image wither the yard stick 
flipped over. A few years ago a Deaf student was telling me about how his speech teacher for the 
mainstream hs program he was in was angry because he could not say the words they eat she 
wanted even though he had a ci etc so she picked up a YARD stick and whacked him on the 
mouth. He let out s shriek and another teacher came in to see what was wrong and the speech 
pathologist LSL specialist said everything was fine. The young man went home and told his 
parents he would never use his voice again and they accepted his decisions 
	  



 

Rosemary Parker Edwards 
Media: photography – photoshop 



 

 

"Weapon of Mass Linguistic Oppression"  
Amy	  Cohen	  Efron	  	  
iMovie clip	  

 
 



 

Shawn Elfrink 
Media: Mixed Digitil arts: 
Title: College Students Meet and Follow Sister Ruler Instructions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Poem: How to Read a Ruler 

Eric Epstein 
Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tcKJ8kDSEKI 
 

Image description: Eric Epstein, a white young man with short hair, wearing a green T-shirt. He 
is standing between bookshelves and in front of a white wall. He is signing "HOLD-RULER" 
and spelling "K." 

Gloss: LONG-AGO SIGN RULER HIT NOW CHANGE TAP LEVEL LEVEL 0 1 BETWEEN 
SPEECH B P M LEVEL LEVEL 2 3 BETWEEN SPEECH K P F T D N LEVEL LEVEL 
LEVEL 12 SPEECH PUT SIGN. 

 



 
 
Bonita Harris 
Title: "Say it Right" 
Digital Art: 53 Paper 
 
Speech therapists have high expectation from Deaf children to become good speakers and long 
drill to get it right. Black shadow image is speech therapist who complied to work under the ruler 
of the system.. 
 



 
Title: Mask Measurement System: Grammatical Markers vs Oralist 
By : Shari Kido 2017 
Photoshop Arts: 2 Masks, stickers, fabric of school cartoon from my vest, clear glove, 
measurement, pastel stripes of a mouse pad, & a black sheet. 
 
 
 



 
 
"Mainstream" 
Laurie Monahan 
Mixed media 
 
Visual description: wood stick with red, orange, yellow and green rubber bands on every one 
inch. One on far left, broken band, and other band far right are tied. Apple shape with word 
"ruler" at the handle. Logical art i created. Would love see what u think it mean. 
 
 



 

Oral Demagogue 
Bob Rourke 
8 inch by 10 inch 
Acrylic on canvas 
 
Description: 
Inspired by Betty G. Miller Ameslan Prohibited and Nancy Rourke AGB Whip a Dead Horse 
paintings. Betty's drawing of hands with chains on wrists, and fingers chopped off depicting that 
ASL is prohibited in many schools for the deaf or mainstreaming schools. The listening and 
spoken language, are forms of oral education methods are based on the belief that a deaf child 
can learn to listen and speak and that families do not need to learn sign language or cued speech. 
It is still dominant in USA nowadays due to the prejudicial influence of a famous inventor, 
model figure for oralism and against the usage of sign language was Alexander Graham Bell. 



 

 
 
“Dark Ages of Deaf Education" 
16 inch by 20 inch 
Oil on Canvas 
Nancy Rourke 
Description: 
The painting depicts rulers overlapped with timeline starting in 1880 during the Milan 
conference when sign language was first banned. From there, went on for years that came oral 
failures and rulers were marked five strikes each time a Deaf student get whacked for signing. 
The aged white hand shows popping veins from old wounds, scars and trauma. The rulers were 
kept in a teacher’s drawer.  



 
“American Horror Story: Ruler" 
 Ian Sanborn 
11 inch by 15 inch 
Multimedia/manipulation  
 
Description: 
Deaf Horror Story is part of the American history but it didn't make it on American Horror Story. 
Today, Deaf actors struggle to get any position in the dominant world because of the curse of the 
ruler. Behind the scenes, many directors are missing the values from disabled people's horror 
stories that could contribute to the film industry.  
For the sake of credit: American Horror Story 
 



 
 
heidi storme 
Simple picture of 2 hands, one with a ruler, the other breaking into pieces after an assumed 
whack. The ruler states, "sign stopper". 
Digital sketch- manipulation and drawing 
 
I was one of the few who wasn't discouraged for signing; this isn't for me, but, those who came 
before me, we are one! 
 



 

Untitled 
Media: Sketch Pad (9 x 12), Drawing Sketch, Colored Pencil & Pen 
Artist: Yusuf Yahya 

The Deaf boy came home from 6th grade mainstream school with a bruise on his arm, showed 
the grade school report to his hearing parents.  

His parents are happy and proud of their son.  
He is still hurting his feelings while behind the smile mask. 

He got straight A's. Reading, English and Cued Speech and Writing are A plus but why ASL 
class has been rejected?  

His parents thought that Reading, English, Cued Speech and Writing helps their Deaf son 
improve commutation.  

Deaf boy being physically punished by English and Cue Speech teacher with ruler.  
How unfortunately, his parents allow them to hit him with ruler for discipline and punishment. 

Why? No allowed signing ASL in mainstream school. 

 



 

	  
 

 

 

 

 

	  


