
ELEMENTARY GRADES 2-3

Unit: Mixed Media
Overview: We will introduce one of the main el-
ements of art–the concept of value and of using 
value in art work. We will use De’VIA artist Susan 
Dupor’s paintings to illustrate value with bright and 
dark colors. The students will choose light and dark 
motifs such as the moon, a sunrise, or light bulbs. 
They will then use different ranges of colors from 
dark to light values to create a collage art work 
using sample paint chips or colored construction 
papers. This project will introduce the students to 
the value of warm and cool colors such as red-pur-
ple to orange and blue-green to purple.

Element of Art: value

Vocabulary (ASL/English):
Value – the gradual movement from light 
to dark.
Motifs – ideas
Warm colors – red, orange, and yellow
Cool colors – purple, blue, and green

Materials: paint samples, cardstock paper, 
glue, scissors, pencils
Procedure:

1. Introduce Artist Susan Dupor and samples of 
her artwork. 

2. Discuss her artwork using discussion ques-
tions. 

3. Discuss how her artwork shows the Deaf 
experience. 

4. Identify and analyze the warm/cool colors 
and value in her artworks. (which paintings 
you feel cool or warm? why? how do you tell? 
How did Susan show the use of value in her 
painting? etc.) 

5. Demonstrate the use of value with paint chips 
(tints/shades of green) 

6. Have the students to create value ranges 
with 10 paint chips 

7. Identify and analyze light and dark motifs 
(moon, sunrise, light blub) 

8. Have the students decide which motif they 
want to use in their project. 

9. Have the students choose complementary 
color construction paper to match with their 
series of paint chips. (ie. paint chips- warm 
colors — then construction paper has to be 
cool.) 

10. Have the students create their motif using 
paint chips (to show value of warm/cool colors)
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Learning Objectives: 
At the completion of the unit, students will

1. Show the differences in the dark and light 
values through their artwork. 

2. Describe how bright and dark colors feel dif-
ferent. 

3. Create a collage using paint chips to commu-
nicate ideas, experiences, and/or stories 

4. Identify, via their artwork, how different values/
colors can be used to convey different motifs. 

5. Select and use particular motifs (moon/sun-
rise/light bulb) to communicate meaning. 

6. Recognize Susan Dupor’s artworks as show-
ing the Deaf experience and being part of 
De’VIA. 

7. Recognize how Susan Dupor’s artworks re-
late to Deaf history/culture and dark and light 
values (authentic aesthetics).

Resources:
Susan Dupor’s bio and selections of her paintings 
https://www.rit.edu/~w-dada/paddhd/publicDA/
main/artists/SusanDupor/index.htm 
 
Susan Dupor’s art website
http://www.duporart.com/

Assessment Methods:
Informal and formal assessment: (see rubrics 
under Curriculum Resources )

Differentiation strategies:  
Have a few piles of exactly 10 paint chips – this 
will help students in sorting them out.

De’VIA Elements:
De’VIA Deaf and Deaf-Blind people’s Expres-
sions of resistance, affirmation, and liberation
Images/motifs/symbols of the Deaf & Deaf-Blind 
experience
Art, Artivism, Authentic Aesthetics of the Deaf & 
Deaf-Blind experience

Reflections:
• Explain the process you used to create your 
project. 

• Why did you choose this motif? What does this 
motif represent?

NAEA – The National Visual Arts Standards:

1 – Understanding and applying media, tech-
niques, and processes.

3 – Choosing and evaluating a range of subject 
matter, symbols, and ideas.

4 – Understanding the visual arts in relation to 
history and culture
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