
MULTIPLE LEVELS 

Unit: Yarn/Recycling Materials
Overview:  In this lesson students are in-
troduced to fiber artist, Judith Scott who 
was born Deaf with Downs Syndrome. 
They learn about her background and  her 
enigmatic fiber artwork.  Using various ma-
terials, students create objects following 
Scott’s techniques.

 

Materials: yarns,  textile, recycling fibers, 
discarded materials such as newspapers/
magazines, plastic bags, cardboards, wire 

Vocabulary (ASL/English):
Yarns, textile, enigmatic fiber, recycling, 
discard materials, Downs Syndrome                 

Element of Art: Form, shape, texture

https://deviacurr.wordpress.com/

YARN SCULPTURE
JUDITH SCOTT’S

De’VIA Elements:
 
De’VIA Deaf and Deaf-Blind people’s Expres-
sions of resistance, affirmation, and liberation
 
View of how Deaf and Deaf-Blind people  
experience the world

Art, Artivism, Authentic Aesthetics of the Deaf & 
Deaf-Blind experience 

Procedure:
1. Introduce students to Judith Scott, ex-

plaining her life experiences and showing 
samples of her work. 

2. Discuss various materials and techniques 
used by Judith Scott in creating her 
works.

3. Have students gather various materials 
before beginning their sculptures. 

4. Have students make a skeletal armature 
using hard (discarded) objects tied or 
taped together. 

5. Have students wrap their skeletal work 
covering it with layers of selected colored 
yarns, textiles and found materials.  Mate-
rials can be wrapped and/or tied together. 

6. Have students decide when they feel their 
artwork is complete and describe their 
process in creating their sculpture.

Sources: 
Scott, Joyce Wallace (2016).  Entwined: Sis-
ters and Secrets in the Silent World of Artist 
Judith Scott.  Boston, MA:  Beacon Press. 
 
Judith Scott and her sister Joyce
http://judithandjoycescott.com/

DEAF-BLIND AND NEURODIVERSE STUDENTS

https://deviacurr.wordpress.com/
http://judithandjoycescott.com/


Reflections:
What is your reaction to working with both 
hard and soft materials as well as materi-
als of different textures?

Why do you think Judith Scott was  
attracted to working with yarn?
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NAEA – The National Visual Arts Standards:

1. Standard #1 Understanding and applying me-
dia, techniques, and processes

2. Standard #2 Using knowledge of structures 
and Functions

3. Standard #3 Choosing and evaluating a range 
of subject matter, symbols, and ideas

4. Standard #4 Understanding the visual arts in 
relation to history and cultures

5. Standard #5 Reflecting upon and assessing 
the characteristics and merits of their work 
and the work of others

Assessment Methods:
See rubrics under Curriculum Resources 

Differentiation strategies:  
Instead of building skeletal  
armature, students can use one long hard 
roll (like wrapping paper roll) and wrap it 
with yarns until they are satisfied.

Learning Objectives: 
 At the completion of the unit, students will 
be able to
1. Summarize important biographical  

information about Judith Scott.
2. Recognize Scott’s recycled sculptures.
3. Demonstrate an understanding of the 

techniques and processes involved in 
creating fiber artworks.

4. Discuss their process in creating their 
own artworks.

5. Discuss contemporary sculpture works 
and the various materials that can be 
used.

“Untitled”  
Karen Christie

“Octpie”  (top) 
Laurie Rose Monahan

“Untitled” (bottom) 
Patti Durr
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