
K – 12 (3 DAYS/ 50 MINS EACH) 

Unit: Mixed Media
Overview: This lesson introduces students 
to the artivism work of Nancy Rourke and 
Keith Haring, artists who used a very sim-
ple playful style to carry a message of love, 
peace, and equality. In this lesson, students 
learn how Nancy Rourke and Keith Haring 
have been activists who stood for a cause. 
They will also explore historically how  
artists can be activists and spread positive
messages. Students will have conversa-
tions and hold class meetings about com-
munication barriers or bullying in schools 
and in their communities. They will learn 
what to do when they experience com-
munication barriers or bullying and how to 
stop it. Students will have the opportunity 
to master art techniques such as painting 
using lines to express feelings, in addition 
to creating lettering for  a poster or sign.

Element of Art:  
Shape – organic and value – shade

Vocabulary (ASL/English):
organic, shape, shade, artivism

Materials: Cereal boxes to cutout tem-
plates, gesso paint, glue and paste, acryl-
ic paint, paint brushes, scissors
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DE’VIA COLLABORATIVE 

COMMUNITY ART 

NAEA – The National Visual Arts Standards:

1. Students will create an abstract painting 
following the sign(s) and color(s) they have 
chosen.

2. Students will analyze and interpret the mean-
ing of the paintings of others.

3. Students will apply their understanding of 
techniques and characteristics of abstract 
expressionism when discussing their own  
and others artworks.
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Resources:
Keith Harding
http://www.haring.com/ 
Nancy Rourke
http://www.nancyrourke.com/

What did you learn about Haring and  

How can artists help to stand up for what is 

How can you help to stop bullying in our 

What other values could you stand up for as 
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Procedure: 

1. Introduction to project (50 minutes) 

stand up for a cause. Nancy Rourke and 
Keith Haring have stood up for values 
including equality and fairness. 
(b) Students share the causes and values for 
which they would stand up for and be advo-
cates of. 
(c) The class will address being kind to each 
other as well as communication barriers and/
or bully prevention. 

2. Sketching and Discussion (50 minutes or 
more, hands-on activity) 
(a) In their sketchbooks, students will practice 

-
sages of social justice, anti-bullying, and/or 
communication/language equality. 
(b)  They will demonstrate how to plan their 
layout, illustrate their message,  and add 
lettering to their projects. 

-
sentation about the draft.  

3. Project: (50 minutes or more) 
-

book, they can re-draw their images on white 
paper or trace and cut out the portrait feature 
on cardboard. 

-
er and then choose one color using different 
hues of paint. White tint can be used in the 
middle of the portrait for highlighting features.
(c) (for a Haring project) Students should also 
use black to add lines that show movement 
and excitement in their piece. 
 
Exhibit: (50 minutes)

4. -
works, high school students can arrange all 
the artworks on the sculpture card board, 
bulletin board, or indoor column for display at 
school. 

Learning Objectives:  
 

able to 
 
1. Recognize the styles and techniques used 

by Nancy Rourke and Keith Haring. 

2. 
the artists Nancy Rourke and Keith Haring 
used art to convey and impact values of 
equality and social justice.  

3. 
bullying as causes to be addressed and 
confronted via artivism. 

4. Create a message poster using free form 
shapes to show movement and feelings. 
 

5. Participate in a school/community wide 
collaborative art project. 

Assessment Methods:
See Rubic under curriculum resources  

Differentiation strategies:  

sketches.  

http://www.nancyrourke.com/
https://deviacurr.wordpress.com/
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cardboard face 
features

Primer or 
Gesso Paint Paste them 

together
One color and white 
paint
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