
HIGH SCHOOL (GRADES 9-12)

Unit: Painting 
Overview: Students will create a polyp-
tychs painting using ASL sign(s). Prior 
to this students will analyze the work of 

Dupor and the characteristics/techniques 
of various art movements. 

Element of Art: Color, Line (Strokes), 
 

Principles of Design: Emphasis, Bal-
ance, Pattern, Rhythm, Unity, Movement 
 
Vocabulary (ASL/English):

-
phasis, Balance, Pattern, Rhythm, Unity, 
movement

 

Materials: 3 or 4 canvases (less than 8 
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SIGN IN MOTION

POLYPTYCH

Betty G Miller By Hinda Kasher

Learning Objectives: 
At the completion of the unit, students will:
1. -

tychs. 
2. 

communicate meaning through their 

3. 
their images and various elements of 
art in their work.

4. Compare the various art movements 
5. Communicate their ideas via their 

polyptychs Sign in Motion design
6. 

discussion or writing.
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Resources:
 

-
dio

Differentiation strategies:
Create a ployptch using pre-printed signs on paper 
and coloring with crayons or pastels.

Why might an artist want to create multiple 
canvases for one artwork?

surfaces to use for your polyptych?

signing or storytelling?
Who did you pick to do a portrait of and why? 

NAEA – The National Visual Arts Standards:

Standard #1 Understanding and applying media, 
techniques, and processes 

Standard #2 Using knowledge of structures and 
functions 

Standard #3 Choosing and evaluating a range of 

Standard #4 Understanding the visual arts in 
relation to history and cultures 

characteristics and merits of their work and the 
work of others
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Informal Assessment:

-
lum Resources)
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Smorgasbord by Susan Dupor

Procedure:
1. 

meaning, form and composition. 

2. 
 

3. Discuss the challenges in showing 
signs on canvas and have students 
choose the sign(s) they wish to use for 

 

4. Create a draft of a portrait and compo-
sition sketch. 

5. 
drafts. 

6. Paint on canvas, keeping in mind in-
formation related to art elements and 
movements. 

7. 
of the portrait they used or a work of 

used in the artwork
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