
HIGH SCHOOL

Unit: Sculpture
Overview: We will introduce the students 

-
plore how colors are a key element of  
Rourkeism. Students will be assigned in 
groups to create a sculpture. 

Element of Art/Principles of Design:  
Form
Color
Balance
Unity 
 
Vocabulary (ASL/English):
Rourkeism  (3^)
Primary Colors
Sculpture
Form, color, balance, unity 

Materials: 
Wire clothes hangers
Knee High Stockings
scrap wood (for base) 
Glue 
Paint or spray paint
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 SCULPTURE
ROURKEISM

Procedure: 
Day 1:
Discuss characteristics of her work – primary 

-

 
 
Day 2: Show samples of sculptures around the 
world. Describe the steps for the students to 
create their own sculptures using the provided 
materials. 
 
- The wood block is to be the base, drill one or 
two holes.  

- The wire hangers can be twisted into any form 
they wish. Put hanger in base. 

- Take the knee high stocking and place it over 
the entire sculpture (from the top and ending 
under the base). Be very careful not to run the 
stocking. 

- Trim off the leftover material from the panty 
hose. 

- Once covered, have students paint either ges-

sculpture, leaving the bottom unpainted.

- Can paint or spray paint as much as desired.
 
- Make sure students write their names on the 
bottom of the base.  
 
Day 3: Review Rourkeism and the meaning  and 
impact of primary colors. Using primary paint 
colors, have the students paint their sculpture.
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Resources:

 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9RmaBaQH-
giw  

Nancy Rourke: Deaf 
. Chicago: Empyreal Press.

Differentiation strategies:

them. Have the students paint their clay sculp-
tures using primary colors.

 
De -
mation, and liberation
V
world
Images/motifs/symbols of the Deaf & Deaf-Blind 

A

What is Rourkeism?
What is the purpose of using primary colors in 
your artwork? 
How is your sculpture different than other 
sculptures? 

NAEA – The National Visual Arts Standards:

Standard #1 – Understanding and applying me-
dia, techniques, and processes 

and functions

Standard #3 – Choosing and evaluating a range 
of subject matter, symbols, and ideas

relation to history and cultures

the characteristics and merits of their work and 
the work of others
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Assessment Methods:
Rubric
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Learning Objectives: 
 

 

1.  

Discuss and identify her style and use of 
colors. 

3. Create a sculpture and use Rourkeism 
inspired colors
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