
K-4/2-3 CLASS PERIODS

Unit: Printmaking
Overview: Students will study the works 
of Deaf De’VIA artist, Alexander Martian-
ov. They will mix primary colors together 
to make secondary colors and do finger 
painting on a transparent plane, then make 
monoprints out of their painted image.

Element of Art: Color
 
Principle of Design: Movement 

Vocabulary (ASL/English):
Russia, motif, paint, finger painting, print-
making, monoprint, primary colors, sec-
ondary colors

Materials: Tempera paint (add drop of dish 
soap for easy washing off glass), glass or  
plexiglas, toothy paper.

Procedure:
1. Show video and artwork of Martianov. 

2. Demostrate mixing primary and secondary 
colors. 

3. Demostrate of Monoprint printmaking process 

4. Students will spontaneously paint on trans-
parent plane (glass or plexiglas. Mirror is 
optional) and place paper on the painted 
surface to get an impression. 

5. Optional: Teacher videotape the students 
signing what they will make, then show them 
painting on the surface of the other side of 
the plane. 

6. Discuss ideas what kind of De’VIA motifs 
(refer to De’VIA motif list for ideas. Teach-
ers may want to choose a few examples for 
students to choose from). Students pre-deter-
mine what they would like to fingerpaint  
on the surface. 

7. If there are still paint on the surface, students 
may make a “ghost print” on a second paper. 

8. After print has dried, teacher may determine 
if want to add more color with other art  
materials like pastels or paint. 

9. Write and/or sign about their monoprint:  
describe it, make up a story or poem about 
their monoprint.

https://deviacurr.wordpress.com/
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Learning Objectives:  

1. Students will recognize the three primary and 
secondary colors. 

2. Students will demonstrate how to mix primary 
colors into secondary colors (Color Math). 

3. Students will demonstrate how to print from 
wet surface onto paper. 

4. Students will recognize Alexander Martian-
ov’’s artwork as expressions of the Deaf 
experience. 

5. Students will identify De’VIA motifs in  
Alexander Martianov’s artwork. 

6. Students will describe their project.

Resources:
http://www.rit.edu/ntid/dccs/dada/dada.htm 
 
Short video of Martianov demonstrating finger 
painting print making
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ywx1PdKGxtY 
 
Assessment Methods:
Group discussion, implementation of idea, project 
matching initial plan, presentation of final project 
(ASL or/and English) Formal assessment:  
(see rubrics under Curriculum Resources) 

Differentiation strategies:  
Finger painting may be done on thick slick paper.

De’VIA Elements: 

Deaf and Deaf-Blind people’s Expressions of 
resistance, affirmation, and liberation 

Images/motifs/symbols of the Deaf/Deaf-Blind 
Experience 

Reflections:

What colors can you make from mixing certain 
primary colors together? 

Can you explain how to make a monoprint  
project in several steps? 

Why did you chose the motif you you did to  
create your De’VIA art project? 

How does Alexander Martianov’s artwork show 
‘the Deaf experience?’ What motifs does  
Alexander Martinov’s work include?

NAEA – The National Visual Arts Standards:

Standard #1 Students describe how different  
materials, techniques, and processes cause  
different responses 

Standard #2 Students use visual structures and 
functions of art to communicate ideas 

Standard #3 Students select and use subject 
matter, symbols, and ideas to communicate 
meaning 

Standard #4 Students know that the visual arts 
have both a history and specific relationships to 
various cultures

https://deviacurr.wordpress.com/
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