
MIDDLE SCHOOL

Unit: Drawing/Cartoons
Overview: Show students the comic works 
of Matt & Kay Daigle and Shawn Richard-

comic strip based on a Deaf humorous ex-
perience (ex. Deaf Culture etiquette Cafe-
teria theme). Students will draw into story 
blocks, and use a digital program to make 
“bubbles” to  print their communication in 
English.

Materials: TheComicLife 3 computer 
program is recommended.   Other avail-
able tools: Sketchbook Express (free) or 
Sketchbook Pro ($50). Pencils, colored 
markers. 
Principles of Design: Unity 

Vocabulary (ASL/English):
comic strip, caricature                  

Element of Art: Line
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De -
mation, and liberation
View of how Deaf & Deaf-Blind experience the 
world
Images/motifs/symbols of the Deaf & Deaf-Blind 
experience
A
Deaf-Blind experience Procedure: 

1. 
and Kay Daigle & Shaun Richardson.

2. Students create a humorous story 
about the “School Cafeteria” {The story 
must be appropriate for all readers to 
look at}.

3. Students do sketch drawings of the 
character(s)

4. Students compose the words used in 
the comic strip..

5. 
digital program, the students will draw 
a complete comic strip and write in the 
words in the bubbles.

6. Teachers may post these comics on 
the school website, Facebook or in the 
school newsletter/magazine.

Learning Objectives: 
  

1. discuss the humor and Deaf experienc-
es shown in the works of Daigle and Rich-
ardson. 

2. identify the components of a comic 
strip. 

3. describe a humorous event that relates 
to Deaf/Deaf-blind people (theme as-
signed). 

4. compose the text and layout the visual 
elements/characters of their own comic 
strip.
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Resources: 
Shawn Richardson: 
http://www.convorelay.com/
blog/?p=1087534841

http://www.rit.edu/ntid/dccs/dada/dada.htm

Matt Daigle: 
http://www.mattdaigle.com/#all
http://www.mdaigletoons.com/

Where do you think the cartoonists, Daigle and 
Richardson, get their ideas for their comic strips? 
 
Why do you think people enjoy reading comic 
strips? Do you think the cartoonists get their 
message across effectively?  

How might Deaf and Hearing people react differ-
ently to these comics or your comic?
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NAEA – The National Visual Arts Standards:

Standard #1 Understanding and applying media, 
techniques, and processes

Standard #2 Using knowledge of structures and 
functions

Standard #3 Choosing and evaluating a range of 
subject matter, symbols, and ideas

Standard #4 Understanding the visual arts in rela-
tion to history and cultures

characteristics and merits of their work and the 
work of others

Standard #6 Making connections between visual 
arts and other disciplines

 

Assessment Methods:

implementation of cartoon idea and using 
computer effectively to create a comic 
strip.

Formal assessment: (see rubrics under 
Curriculum Resources) 

Differentiation strategies:  
-

graphs of students in action narrating the 
story of the comic strip. 

-
tographs, students may use pencil, mark-
ers, coloring tools and rulers to create a 
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