
HIGH SCHOOL

Unit: Mixed Media
Overview: Students will study Cubism 
and the Cubist artworks by Pablo Picasso. 
They will learn about shape, lines, shades, 
forms, values, space, and colors as well as
gradation, emphasis, and variety. After an 
in-depth discussion of various contempo-
rary ASL slang, expressions and signs, stu-
dents will choose one they identify and can 
use in a Cubist artwork. In creating their 
own ASL Cubist work, they will understand 
more about the characteristics and tech-
niques of Cubism.

Element of Art:  
shape, lines, shades, forms, values, 
space, and colors. gradation, emphasis, 
and variety

Vocabulary (ASL/English):
Cubism, multiple perspectives, geometric 
shapes, proportions

Materials: Newsprint, large foam board, 
x-acto knife, acrylic paint, hot glue gun, 
and hot gun glue sticks
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CUBISM ASL  
KITCHEN TALK 

DISPLAY
Procedure: 

1. The class will research and study about  
Pablo Picasso and Cubism. 

2. Students will discuss various ASL slang signs 
that they identify with and select one that will 
work well with their Cubist artwork 

3. On a large piece of newsprint, students 
sketch a self portraits with their ASL slang 
sign in Cubist style (noting use of gradation, 
patterns, color choices, proportions, and  
multiple perspectives) 

4. Students will place their newsprint drawing 
on top of the foam board and trace the out-
line onto the foam board by pressing down 
very hard into the foam 

5. Students will then use X-acto knives to cut 
out the shapes for their artwork. They will 
also cut a few additional pieces as backing 
support and for layering the pieces in order to 
make it more three-dimensional. 

6. Students will paint each piece – paying at-
tention to gradation, color, motion, and other 
characteristics of Cubism.  

7. Students will hot glue the pieces together. 

8. When all the works are completed, the works 
will be mounted on a black background (can 
use a sheet of black fabric on a wall) and 
arranged around a large foam Cubist table 
under an eye light chandelier (in Picasso 
style from Guernica mural) to form the Cubist 
Kitchen Table Talk collective artwork. When 
the collective display exhibit ends, students 
can bring home their cubist self-portraits. 
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Resources:
Pablo Picasso
http://www.pablopicasso.org/cubism.jsp

What is Cubism? 

Who was Pablo Picasso? 

Why is ASL slang important and why 
did you pick the sign you did for your 
artwork? 

Why is the kitchen table so important 
to Deaf culture?
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Learning Objectives:  
 
At the completion of the unit, students will 
be able to 
 
1. Identify and describe geometric shapes 

and color values. 

2.  

3. Show an understanding of the process 
involved in creating Cubist works. 

4. Discuss contemporary ASL slang/signs 
and they can be expressed in art. 

Assessment Methods:
See Rubic under curriculum resources  

Differentiation strategies:  
Student follows the above steps but work 
with paper or small thin foam sheets or
felt.

NAEA – The National Visual Arts Standards:

1. Standard #1 Understanding and applying me-
dia, techniques, and processes

2. Standard #2 Using knowledge of structures 
and Functions

3. Standard #3 Choosing and evaluating a range 
of subject matter, symbols, and ideas

4. Standard #4 Understanding the visual arts in 
relation to history and cultures

5. 
the characteristics and merits of their work 
and the work of others
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